
spon ses  to th e t r u s t ’s  appea l, in clu d-
in g m a jor  con t r ibu t ion s  fr om  th e
Eddie Din sh aw  Fou n da t ion  a n d  th e
J u n iper  Tr u s t , exceeded th e £5,000
ta r get  n eeded for  r econ st r u ct ion .
Th e Ger a r d  Le Cla ir e Envir on m en -
ta l Tr u s t  wor ked  h a n d in  h a n d
w ith  th e In dia n  edu ca t ion a l ch a r i -
ty  Sh ayog wh o m a n a ged th e con -
s t r u ct ion  wor k  on  th e gr ou n d in
Gyaba r ee.

P u pi ls  a t  Gyaba r ee a lso h elped
w ith  th e r ebu i ld in g of th eir
sch ool, wh er e a  p la qu e r ecor ds  th e
J er sey  con n ect ion .

It  w a s  open ed ea r lier  th is  m on th  in
a  cer em on y a t  wh ich  a n  a ddr ess  w a s
given  by  Du n ca n  Ba r et te, wh o spoke
of Ger a r d  Le Cla ir e’s  v is ion  a n d  sa id :
‘J u s t  a fter  h is  dea th  i t  w a s  w r i t t en
th a t  “in  Ger a r d’s  sh or t  t im e on  ea r th ,
h e m a de a  d i ffer en ce”. Th e t r u s t  set
u p  both  in  Ger a r d’s  m em or y  a n d  in
celebr a t ion  of h is  li fe is  m a k in g a  d i f-
fer en ce too.’

Mr  Ba r et t e  told  th e s tu den t s : ‘For

m on th s, you  a n d  you r  t ea ch er s  h ave
h a d  to en du r e ver y  d i fficu lt  con di-
t ion s  in  th e t em por a r y  sch ool a n d
you  h ave a ll don e so b r i llia n t ly. Now
you  h ave a  n ew  sch ool.

‘It  i s  you r  sch ool a n d  you  a r e th e
sch ool. Do you r  bes t , r espect  you r
tea ch er s, en joy  you r  s tu d ies  a n d

h ave fu n !’
Ger a r d’s widow, Sar ah  Le Cla ir e,

wh o ch a ir s th e t r u st  sa id: ‘Th is pr o-
ject  m et  a  pr eviou sly u n fu lfilled a im
of th e t r u st  to a ssist  vict im s of envi-
r on m en ta l disa ster s an d com bin ed it

with  ou r  wish  to exten d th e work  of
th e t r u st  beyon d J er sey’s sh or es

wh er e appr opr ia te.
‘Th e tr u st  st r ives to r eflect

Ger a r d’s va lu es a s both  an  envi-
r on m en ta list  an d a  h u m an ita r ian
an d we believe h e wou ld be pr ou d
of th e su ppor t  sh own  by th e Is-
lan d for  th is pr oject  wh ich  will

ben efit  so m an y you n g people.
‘We a r e deligh ted to h ave been  a  pa r t

of th is pr oject  an d wou ld sin cer ely
like to th an k  ever yon e wh o h elped u s
in  pr ovidin g m u ch  n eeded su ppor t .’

Ger a r d Le Cla ir e was J er sey’s Envi-
r on m en ta l Ser vices Dir ector. He died
tr a gica lly a t  th e a ge of 35 in  a  h eli-
copter  cr a sh  in  Mon golia  in  2001 wh ile
on  secon dm en t to a  Un ited Nation s
h u m an ita r ian  m ission .

A
PRIMARY sch ool de-
str oyed by a  m on soon
m u dslide in  In dia  h as

been  r ebu ilt  with  fu n ds r a ised
by J er sey’s Ger a r d Le Cla ir e
Envir on m en ta l Tr u st .

Pu pils a r e n ow back  in  th e
sch ool on  th e Gyabar ee tea  esta te
in  Dar jeelin g, devasta ted in  th e
slide wh ich  k illed 25 villa ger s
la st  yea r.

Th e ch i ldr en ’s  p ligh t  w a s  en -
cou n ter ed  by  J er seym a n  Du n -

ca n  Ba r et te wh i le h e w a s  t r avel-
lin g in  th e r egion . Mr  Ba r et te, a
tea ch er  cu r r en t ly  liv in g in
In dia , sen t  a n  appea l for  h elp  to
h is  h om e Is la n d  v ia  th e J er sey
Even in g Post .

Th e pr oject  w a s  ta ken  u p  by
th e Ger a r d  Le Cla ir e Envir on -
m en ta l Tr u s t , wh ose object ives
in clu de th e r elief of v ict im s of
envir on m en ta l d isa s ter s  wor ld-
w ide a s  well a s  ecology-r ela ted
pr oject s  closer  to h om e. Th e r e-
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Jersey support helps
When a primary school in
Darjeeling was devastated by a
monsoon mudslide, travelling
Jerseyman Duncan Barette 
wrote home for help – and got it

Duncan Barette (above) unveils the school’s new plaque with Bidur
Gurung Panchayat Pradham and (left) a presentation of bouquets 

and posies

The children perform a traditional dance at the presentationSmall sign, big thank you


